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Aspen Hill Cooperative

Nursery School

1001 Twinbrook Parkway

Rockville, MD  20851

(301) 424-7370
A non-profit organization, parent-owned and operated, and professionally staffed.  Established in 1960.  Licensed by the Maryland  Department of Human Resources, Childcare Administration, and a member of the Maryland Council of Parent Participating Nursery Schools (MCPPNS).  Program approved by the Maryland State Department of Education.

As a member of MCPPNS we do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national, and ethnic origin in the admission of students and the employment of faculty and administrative staff.

Our Program

The Aspen Hill Cooperative Nursery School has classes for 2, 3, and 4 year olds.  Each day two designated co-oping adults serve as assistants in each class.  Our teachers base the classroom activities on the psychosocial, cognitive, language, and physical development appropriate to the age of the children in their respective classes.  Daily activities include circle time, crafts, cooking, free play, snack time, and on most days, outdoor play on our playground.   

We supplement the regularly scheduled activities with a 25 minute gross motor skill class, Mini Movers, once a week from October through May.   Our 3 and 4-year-old students are offered the opportunity to attend our additional instructional classes, Lunch Bunch, after the regular school day from October through May.  Emphasis includes art, science, cooking, and Spanish.  Children bring their own lunch and remain at school an additional 1-½ hours beyond the regular school day.  The fee for each lunch bunch is $10 per afternoon.

Classes

	Age
	Days
	Time
	Monthly Tuition
	Number of Students

	2
	M/W
	9:30am-12:00pm
	$110
	10

	2
	Tu/Th
	9:30am–12:00pm
	$110
	10

	3
	M/W/F
	9:30am-12:00pm
	$165
	15

	3
	Tu/Th
	9:30am-12:00pm
	$110
	15

	4
	M/W/F
	9:30am-12:00pm
	$165
	15

	4
	M/Tu/W/Th
	9:30am-12:00pm
	$220
	15


What Does A Co-op Offer?

· Opportunities to learn and develop with your child.

· Sharing your child’s first step towards independence.

· A chance to observe your child from a new point of view and to share experiences with other parents.

· Time for yourself away from your child.

· An opportunity to work with the teacher to gain a greater understanding and enjoyment of your child.

· A chance to develop lasting friendships with other parents while sharing common goals for your children.

School Philosophy

We, the Aspen Hill Cooperative Nursery School community (staff, students, and parents) believe in:

· Providing a fun, creative, and educational environment in which children can learn and grow

· Establishing well defined limits of behavior and being consistent in implementing those limits

· Developing and using problem solving strategies to improve self-control, responsibility for one’s self, responsibility for one’s environment and respect for the rights of others

· Promoting mutual respect and sensitivity to the feelings and rights of others

· Creating trust within the classroom and school

· Fostering an atmosphere of kindness, consideration, and support towards others

· Recognizing and respecting the uniqueness of each child

What Are Your Responsibilities If You Join AHCNS?

1. Tuition and Fees: Monthly tuition (10% discount for siblings) also includes supplies and most field trips.

2. Co-oping:  Parents or caregiver comes in on a rotational basis to assist the teachers in the classroom.  Each day there are two co-oping adults in each class.  On your assigned days you must be in the classroom at 9:15am and ready to help the teacher prepare for the day.  You must also stay until 12:15pm to help clean up.

3. Jobs:  Each family will hold one job.  These jobs are an integral part of running the school.  Some of the jobs include serving as an officer on the Board, ordering and picking up supplies, assisting with fundraising, producing the newsletter, serving as a class representative, etc.

4. Housekeeping:  A member of each family is required to come in two Saturday mornings per school year for three hours to thoroughly clean the classrooms and toys.

5. Meetings:  A parent is required to attend all general and class meetings.  There are 2-3 general meetings per year, which are held in the evening.  Class meetings are held approximately every 6-8 weeks as agreed upon by the class members.

6. Additional:  Participation with fundraising and driving on field trips as needed.  Parents of 2 year olds MUST attend all field trips.

Parent Helper Program

We offer childcare for younger siblings when parents are co-oping in classrooms or attending field trips.  Professional caregivers staff our Nursery.  The fee to use the Parent Helper Program (PHP) Nursery is $10 per morning.

Toilet Training

Children are not required to be toilet trained.  If they are not fully trained, they must wear disposable diapers or disposable training pants.  As a co-oping adult it may be necessary for you to change diapers.  If a child has frequent accidents while in underwear, the teacher may request that they come to school in disposable diapers or disposable training pants.
Age of Eligibility for Enrollment

In accordance with the Montgomery County Public School System phase-in of age of eligibility for enrollment in kindergarten, Aspen Hill Cooperative Nursery School will require students enrolling in the two, three, and four year old programs to be two, three or four (respectively) by September 1st of the school year. 
